
Report from Donyatt Hall Booking Secretary  

for the 2020 AGM  

 

The calendar for the 2019-2020 financial year showed that the increase in bookings seen in 

the previous year had been maintained. If it had not been for the dramatic effect of the Covid 

19 pandemic, we would have seen an 8% increase in bookings. The closure of the Donyatt 

Bowling Club and the relocation of the Social Club’s Skittles League to the Hall boosted the 

bookings in the period September to March. During the financial year, we had no lucrative 

weekend events, such as weddings and the caravan group. The caravan group cancelled their 

booking due to lack of support and the expected £350 income did not materialise. There were 

however three elections during the year where the whole Hall was used as a polling station, 

with a fee of £195 on each occasion.  

 

The table below shows the total number of sessions booked throughout the 2019-2020 

financial year, as compared to 2016-2017, 2017-2018 and 2018-2019. The dip in bookings in 

2017-2018 appears to be have been an exception to the norm.  

 

 

                      TOTAL No. OF SESSIONS 

MONTH 2016/17 2017/18 2018/19 2019/20 

April 31 21 36 27 

May 32 29 33 28 

June 39 19 21 30 

July 30 17 28 34 

August 20 16 20 26 

September 26 17 28 29 

October 22 27 26 41 

November 18 24 33 31 

December 24 20 28 24 

January 33 23 27 30 

February 30 22 35 32 

March 26 20 27 15* 

TOTALS 331 255 342 347* 

                Note: the Coronavirus crisis reduced the March 2020 figure from 39 to 15.  

                          The total for the 2019/20 year would have been 371.       

A breakdown of the total sessions during the year shows that as in previous years the 

afternoon session is the least used and the evening session the most popular.  



 

Invoicing for the 2019/20 financial year totalled £7252 for Hall hires, compared to £7485 in 

2018/19 and £5916.50 in 2017/18 financial years. The loss of 24 bookings in March resulted 

in a reduction of income of approximately £400.  I have endeavoured to ensure payments are 

received promptly and when necessary chased the debtor so that the over 30- day debt is 

managed. However, chasing payments is rarely necessary. 

 

Because of rising costs, and the policy of ensuring that hire income covered the basic running 

costs, the Committee agreed to increase the hire rates by £1 per session from 1st January 

2020.   

 

Our level of regular hires is healthy, although the bulk of these and the resulting revenue is 

dependent on Zoe Harris running twice weekly Yoga classes, the Social Club bookings for 

Whist and Skittles during the skittle season and U3A groups.    

 

Unfortunately, we did have one problem booking during the year that resulted in some 

additional clearing up and damage to the newly painted interior walls. The £100 Damage 

Deposit was retained. Despite this single occurrence, the policy of the Committee inspections 

before and after ad hoc events does get the message through to the hirer that they are 

responsible for the actions of their guests.  

 

Prior to the Covid 19 crisis, the advanced bookings for 2020-2021 were looking healthy. In 

particular, because Keys Training had returned to using the facilities and they had booked a 

further 55 sessions for the April to September period which would have raised approximately 

£1200. These have been removed from the calendar, although they do hope to re-book when 

restrictions are relaxed but this may well be dependent on the Government’s future training 

strategy.   

 

In line with Government requirements, the Hall closed on 24th March and will only re-open 

when restrictions are relaxed and social gatherings allowed. Clearly, this unprecedented 

action to the pandemic will have a significant effect on next year’s income. The possibility of 

a Government grant for loss of revenue is to be investigated.   

  

 

Phil King 

Booking Secretary 

Donyatt Village Hall  

April 2020 


